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were the least.   Thus it came about that serious trouble soon arose in the royal manage.
Darnley, when he married Mary, did not become king, but simply the Queen's consort. To confer upon him a degree of authority similar to that exercised by the Regent, it was necessary that Mary should bestow upon him what was called the crown matrimonial, which Fran9ois II. had worn during his brief married life. But Mary had no intention of bestowing it upon Darnley, after his conduct to her. And so, however urgent his demands, and in whatever form he disguised them, she met them with an unvarying, persistent refusal. Darnley was amazed to find such strength of will in a young woman who had loved him enough to raise him to her level, and as he had no idea that its source was in her own breast, he set himself to find out by what secret, influential adviser it might be inspired, His suspicions fell upon Rizzio.
It is an indisputable fact, that, whatever may have been the true explanation of Rizzio's influence, (and this point has never been decided by the most impartial historians) whether he issued his commands as lover, or gave advice as minister, his voice, so long as he lived, was always given for the Queen's greatest glory. His origin was so humble that he was determined to show himself worthy to have risen so high, and to Mary before all others he tried to pay, in absolute devotion, all that he owed. Darnley, then, was not mistaken, and it was really Rizzio, who, in his despair at having done what he did to bring about a union which he foresaw would prove to be miserably unhappy, advised Mary not to yield one jot or tittle of her power, to one who already possessed more than he deserved in the possession of her person.